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Editor's 
Letter 


A Letter From the Editor 


Jie 


Ah, how it feels to be 
back at school: the 
birds are chirping; 
the squirrels are still 
running across cam- 
pus; the fresh scent 
of the textbooks; 
and all the other 

| things we're going 
to pretend to enjoy 
about school while 
we self loathe in 

our existence at the 
mere idea that, yes, 
we're back in school. 


Oh, the horror! 

By now, you've all been settled in for a couple of weeks. Here’s to hoping you’re 
all adjusted in your classes, your textbooks haven’t threatened to shift your bank 
account to the point of going bankrupt, and that all your peers and teachers are 
tolerable. 

Hey, but it’s not all bad. For some, school is a sweet, sweet relief. While many em- 
barked on vacations to Tahiti or Cancun or whatever hip kids do nowadays, others 
kept busy at work and doing side jobs, and many, many others sat in boredom 
bothering why they even exist in the first place. 

Indeed—school, for some of us, is a place for us to feel whole again. And if it’s not, 
hey, at least we have the school bar to drink our sorrows away. No one’s judging. 
As you might have guessed, I am this school year’s Editor-in-Chief of DIG Maga- 
zine—Mr. Denny Angel Cristales. You can just call me Mr. Denny for short. 

In a nutshell, | am a journalism major who currently works part-time at the Signal 
Tribune newspaper in Signal Hill and is entering the final year of instruction at 
CSULB. As excited as I am to finally get that bachelor’s degree, I am very much 
looking forward to the long months heading into May that are going to define how 
my experience as a student, chief and journalist play out. 

And I am super stoked to get started on doing chief-y things with this magazine! I 
can honestly say that all of the editors and staffers that I am working with have a 
genuine passion and excitement for what’s to come. We want to go after big things 
here at DIG. 

It’s all about re-branding what this magazine is about—and it starts with expand- 
ing our identity from simply just being a magazine. We want to go big with social 
media, multimedia projects, online, out-of-the-box ideas—and we have the man- 
power to make it all happen. 

DIG is a brand, and it’s about understanding that publishing a magazine every 
month just happens to be one of the many things that we do, and it doesn’t start 
and end right then and there. 

Admittedly, this September issue of the magazine is a strange one. I guess you can 
even call this a “transitional” issue. It’s important to understand that the magazine 
has its own functional class, while us editors work independently from said class. 
This past May, the magazine class—which I was a part of—generated and pro- 
duced stories with the September issue in mind. What you will be reading in these 
next few pages are exactly that—well-written stories from hard-working students 
in last semester’s magazine class. 

While I appreciate having content ready and set from the get-go, it’s a bit strange 
to be putting out a magazine that comes directly from some students back in 
May—despite some of these talented folk now serving as this year’s editors. I can 
safely say that all of us here at DIG are glad that this issue is secure and published, 
and we can get going on producing our own unique set of stories. 

The picture you see here was taken a week before the semester started. It’s a ma- 
jority of the DIG editors enjoying a nice dinner in downtown Long Beach's Yard 
House. I still have that delicious taste of Vampire Tacos (which ironically contained 
garlic) in my mouth, along with some coke and rum. I mean, you obviously need 
that coke and rum, amirite? 

I guess this is my long-winded way of saying, thanks for reading! Check out all the 
cool stuff DIG will offer this year, and hang in there, guys! Until next time. 


—Denny Cristales 
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Masquerade Bash 


The Federal Underground 


7pm 


04 


Long Beach State 
University Women’s 
Soccer LBSU vs. 
PENN STATE 
George Allen Field 
5pm 


14 


Long Beach State 
Women’s Volleyball 
LBSU vs. UCLA 
Walter Pyramid 
Doors: 6pm 

Game: 7pm 


23—25 


Surf City Surf Dog 
Festival 


Huntington Dog Beach 


8am—1:30pm 


Long Beach Calendar 


02 


Smorgasport 2016 
7pm—lipm 


10 


6th Annual 
Shoreline Jam 
Queen Mary Park 
lpm—lipm 


17—18 


Moompetam: Native 
American Festival 
Aquarium of the 
Pacific 

9am—5pm 


29 


N*gger Wetb*ck Ch*nk 
Richard and Karen Carpen- 
ter Performing Arts Center 
8pm 


04 


Wet Carnival 
Queen Mary 


14 


27th Annual Belmont 
Shore Car Show 

E 2nd St, Long Beach 
9Yam—3pm 


22 


A View from the 

Bridge by Arthur Miller 
University Theatre 

in the UT Building 

8pm 

*Runs from Sep. 23—Oct. 8 
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From the 
Soil, Up 


The Long Beach Grocery Cooperative seeks 1,000 members 


to open the only grocery store of its kind in the city. 


Words: 
Brian Varela 


Photo: 
Terrah Starling 


Damon Lawrence and his wife walked into a lit- 
tle market in Portland, Oregon, in order to get 
something to eat. As they walked through the 
aisles, Lawrence noticed the fine quality of the 
grocery store and its products. They grabbed 
some sandwiches and drinks and made their way 
to the checkout line. 


“Are you guys member owners?” the cashier 
asked. 


Immediately, Lawrence thought he had stumbled 
into a members-only store where a password 
was needed to enter. He had noticed it wasn’t an 
average market. 


“No,” Lawrence replied, as he was getting ready 
to put everything back. Before he could, the ca- 
shier promised Lawrence he had done nothing 
wrong and that, in fact, he could still purchase 


the items. The cashier explained that he had en- 
tered a grocery cooperative. 


The main focus of a grocery cooperative, or a 
co-op, is to buy locally-sourced products and 
sell them to the community. Members of the 
community can buy shares and become partial 
owners, and it is up to the members or owners 
to decide what products the store will carry and 
who the board of directors and general manager 
will be. 


It’s been years since Lawrence, who now lives in 

Long Beach, had walked into that store in Port- 

land and even thought of a co-op again. When | 
the Albertsons store in his neighborhood closed 

and was left vacant, he took the grocery-cooper- 

ative idea and presented it to a neighborhood as- 

sociation, a group of residents or property own- 

ers who organize activities in the area. 
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The association knew it was going to be a big 
task, but Lawrence took on the challenge of cre- 
ating a unique grocery store in the Long Beach 
area. Now, he is working on bringing a co-op of 
his own to the downtown district called the Long 
Beach Grocery Cooperative (LBGC). 


“We could have sat and waited for a Sprouts or 
Trader Joe’s to open, but we decided to take our 
food back ourselves,” Lawrence said. “It doesn’t 
work off of the profit motive; the motive is to 


serve the community.” 


During the month of March, the LBGC set a goal 
to sign up 1OO members. It reached that number 
in four days. 


People pay a one-time fee of $250 to become a 
member. If a member decides to get rid of his 
share, he can only sell it back to the co-op. Law- 
rence said that California law for grocery coop- 
eratives limits the maximum price to become a 
member at $300 and requires them to live in the 
state. 


The LBGC will be in a position to sign a lease for 
a building once it reaches 300 members, but the 
co-op has a goal of 1,000 people before deciding 
to open its doors. 


Michelle Berns, volunteer coordinator for the 
LBGC, said the store will have the same items 
as other grocers but will instead source them 
locally, as most cooperatives do. Potential foods 
include ice cream churned by Long Beach Cream- 
ery, gluten-free bread prepared by a number of 
bakeries found in the city and produce grown by 
local farmers. 


For advertising opportunities, 
contact Beverly Munson. 


Beverly.Munson@csulb.edu 


“The community gets to have all these things in 
one store, with a general manager who listens, 
and people from our area who are paid a living 
wage—with benefits—and are happy, healthy 
and committed to the customers who shop 
there,” Berns said. 


Members of the organization will decide “dem- 
ocratically” how profits collected through the 
co-op will be used, Berns said. She suggested 
the money might be stored, distributed amongst 
members or donated to the community through 
grants. 


If and when the store experiences a time of 
low-economic growth, Lawrence said the last 
thing the association will do is layoff employ- 
ees. He added that members can do a number 
of things to counter low sales, such as limiting 
promotional deals or prioritizing profits in the 


right place. 


Building the co-op from the ground up is no easy 
task. The LBGC is currently attempting to gather 
its resources and the capital required in order to 
get the lease for the building. The owners are try- 


ing to avoid getting a bank loan. 


Once the store is full of community members 
and has taken an active role in the communi- 
ty, the LBGC will definitely feel a deep sense of 
pride in its organization, Lawrence said. 


“It'll become more than a grocery store,” he said. 


“It'll become a community center.” 


Learn a New Skill. Install Window Film. 
Pay Your Way Through College. 


Window Film installation is a high profit, low overhead, time flexible income source. 
With our brief installation course you can develop a skill that gives you the resource to work a 
high paying job that won't get in the way of your school curriculum. Our 2-week course offers: 


COMPREHENSIVE TRAINING « REAL WORLD EXPERIENCE e LOW COST 


(tor a iimited time) 


Visit our website and reserve a seat today. Availability is limited 


jwfuniversity.com 
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TUITION 


Words: 
Zachary Juarez 


Photos: 
Jon Andrino & 
David Schell 


You’ve reached a vigorous pace on 
the treadmill. Your breath is short 
and your steps grow heavier as you 
tire out. The sweat that accumu- 
lates on your forehead begins to 
bead up and fall into your eyes. You 
don’t let it stop you because the hol- 
idays are quickly approaching and 
a few pounds must be shed to com- 


pensate for the weight you know 


you’re going to gain. 


September 


One’s health should be a top priority, but would 
you hit the gym if there were an additional in- 
centive aside from improving your cardio? As 
students at CSULB know, there is an option to 
join the “Owen’s Condition for Tuition” program 
(OCFT). It’s simple 49ers—train at the rec center 
50 times for at least 30 minutes, and you will be 
entered into a raffle to win free tuition for your 
next semester. 


“The goal of the program is to encourage students 
at CSULB to take advantage of the programs the 
SRWC have to offer and create lifelong healthy 
habits,” said Maureen MacRae, intern assistant 
director of the ASI Student Recreation and Well- 
ness Center. 


The program begins at the beginning of fall and 
concludes at the end of April during the spring 
semester. Fifty visits in eight months is more 
than reasonable, so there is no excuse. 


Students are even rewarded before they reach 
their goals. 


“Before the end of the program is reached, there 
is a halfway event that is held in December to en- 
courage students to keep going to their 50-point 
goal,” MacRae said. The longer the program is 


around, the bigger it gets. According to MacRae, 
The Fall 2014 event had 4,250 students sign up 
with 738 of them completing the program, and 
the Fall 2015 school year had 4,700 students sign 
up with close to 800 completing the program. 


At this halfway event, students in the program 
receive a OCFT shaker bottle and are also able to 
participate in games and raffles. 


The final drawing takes place in May in the 
SRWC entry plaza and features a DJ, food, games 
and other fun activities. Unfortunately, only one 
student can win the free tuition, but other priz- 
es include an iPad mini air, GoPro 4 and Dr. Dre 
Beats headphones. 


Since fall 2011, the OCFT program has helped 
students maintain a healthy lifestyle with the 
chance to win free tuition, which is funded by 
Joshua and Tessa Owen. Joshua Owen was the 
president of Ability/Tri-modal Transportation 
Services, Inc. and a well-known figure in the 
Southern California trucking industry. The Owen 
family also provide financial support to CSULB’s 
men’s basketball and women’s indoor beach 
volleyball teams. Sadly, on June 1, 2015, Joshua 
Owen passed away at the age of 43, but his name 
lives on through the program. 


One of the previous winners is finance major 
Derek Atwood. He completed the program in 10 
weeks by going to the gym five times a week— 
and for his troubles, or lack thereof, he won 
$3,226 for his Fall 2015 tuition. - 


Some of you are out there reading this and think- 
ing to yourself, “I wish I knew about this sooner.” 
Even if you don’t “win”, you still win because you 
will be in better shape by the end of the program. 
You also have a head start on those people who 
wait until May to get their “summer bods” ready. 
Get a group together for some healthy competi- 
tion, and you will be surprised with what you can 
accomplish. 
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“One’s health 
should be a top pri- 
ority, but would you 
hit the gym if there 
were an addition- 
al incentive aside 
from improving 
your cardio?” 
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Words: 
Amanda Mayberry 


Photos: 
Terrah Starling 


Disaster can strike at any given 
moment, and we can find ourselves 
completely unprepared. As we go 
about our daily routines, we never 
expect that the worst might happen. 


As students, school becomes our 


home, and we feel just as 
nd secure on campus as we 


1 


Feature 
Ways to Stay Safe at CSULB 


We always expect to be safe and sometimes take that 
comfort for granted. Although Cal State Long Beach 
can be described as a safe campus, it is not without 
it’s petty mishaps. 


As unlikely as it may seem that anything bad can hap- 
pen, the unexpected cannot be neglected. 


Take a few necessary precautions to ensure your safe- 
ty at all times, whether it be on or off campus. 
Students can take free self-defense classes provided 
at the Student Recreation and Wellness Center, locat- 
ed on lower campus. The university police also offer 
self-defense training. 


Rape Aggression Defense (RAD) is offered for two 
weeks each semester. A class for women, these les- 
sons focus on self-defense tactics and techniques, ac- 
cording to the CSULB Police website. 


Classes offered include Muay Thai, Boxing 101, Tac- 
tical Martial Arts and Open Bag. Anthony Gonzalez, 
junior business major, has been teaching Boxing at 


the SRWC on campus for two years. 


Gonzalez teaches basic self-defense such as how to 
block a punch and how to throw a punch, emphasiz- 


ing the importance of correct form and endurance. 


“The most important thing is confidence,” Gonzalez 
said. “It’s always good to be able to hit someone and 
be confident about it. You need to suppress that sym- 
pathy you have for a person and just be able to hit 
them. You want to be able to put them out, to protect 


yourself.” 


Amidst numerous reported sexual assaults at CSULB 
and various other small incidents around campus, 


now is as good a time as ever to learn how to throw 


September 
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Feature 
Ways to Stay Safe at CSULB 


“You need to 
suppress that 
sympathy you— 


a punch. Though avoiding sticky situations in general 
is ideal, if one should ever arise, it’s better safe than 


sorry! 


Learning boxing and various other forms of self- 
defense is important not only for safety, but it is also 
a fun way to get into shape while learning how to kick 
some butt. 


“T like to emphasize the fitness aspect as well,” Gonza- 
lez said. “You can’t fight if you don’t have endurance.” 
Muay thai, boxing and martial arts at the Rec are all 
fee based but well worth the cause. 


Perhaps you find yourself on campus late at night 
studying for a test or working on a project, and you're 
afraid to walk across campus alone to your car or the 
bus stop. Community service officers (CSO) and es- 
corts are available to transport students from various 
destinations throughout campus. 


According to one CSO, officers will walk students or 
drive students wherever they need to go. Officers will 
wait to ensure the safety of students as they arrive to 
their destination. 


Malika Rahim spends many late hours in the library 
finishing up papers for classes. However, she says she 
doesn’t feel the need to call the escorts. 


“CSULB is an open campus, so there’s a lot of people 
coming on and off campus,” Rahim said. “Something 
bad can always happen, but I only walk from the li- 
brary across the street to the bus stop. I don’t need 
an escort.” However, some of us do like to play it safe, 
and there’s nothing wrong with that. Better safe than 


sorry, right? 


If you should find yourself on campus in the late- 
night hours, try to avoid darker areas of campus. Stay 
in the parts of campus with higher traffic. Campus 
and Beach drives are two very illuminated, safe areas 
to walk through at night. 


Our most important tip: Always be aware of your sur- 
roundings. Keep a sharp eye on anyone who may be 
behind you. Don’t trust any strangers. Don’t walk with 


headphones on through campus alone. 


So get safe, CSULB! 


—have for a person 
and just be able to 
hit them.” 
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Feature 


Long Beach's Thriving Bike Culture 


Ditch your car. Ride a bike. 


With fall approaching, there is no better time to ex- 
plore Long Beach than to take a bike ride around the 
city. From riding along the coast to 4th Street’s Retro 
Row, there are many great bike rides to take for an 
adventure. 


“Long Beach is a bike friendly city,” said Long Beach 
resident Andy, who has been biking for more than 


20 years. “There are so many trails and paths.” 


The city currently has the Bicycle Master Plan, which 


serves as the foundation for safe bikeways. 


Bike Long Beach, a public works program within the 
city, brings residents, businesses and city officials to- 
gether to develop a plan that will help Long Beach 


become the “most bicycle friendly city in the U.S.” 
j y y 
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The bikelongbeach.org website provides numerous 
safety tips and tricks for both bicyclists and drivers. 
In partnership with Long Beach Transit and Metro, 
Bike Long Beach has launched the on going Share 
Our Streets campaign. 


“Safety first’—that’s the most important thing,” said 
Patricia Bozenes, a Long Beach Transit (LBT) bus 
driver. “We don’t mind sharing the road when we 
have to.” 


Bozenes has been a bus 
driver for 19 years, spend- 
ing 12 of those years driv- 
ing with LBT, and said 
it’s sometimes difficult to 
navigate through traffic 
on the streets in the city. 
However, she said she is 
always alert and knows 
to be cautious and patient 
with bikers and pedestri- 
ans. 


Don’t Own a Bike? 
No worries. The city recognizes that not 


everyone can be a part of the experience, 
so this past March, the Bike Share program 
(longbeachbikeshare.com) was implement- 
ed in the downtown area. It allows locals or 
visitors to rent a bike for a minimum charge 
of $7 per hour. There’s also a monthly plan 
starting at $15 for those who want to use 


the service for more than a day. Just be 


A Long Beach bicyclist 
and driver, Danielle Dau- 
phinee, echoed Bozene’s 
sentiments. 


“I know the best streets to bike on, so I typically go 
on those,” Dauphinee said. “I stay on streets with 
designated bike lanes or streets that have two lanes 
so I’m not fighting with drivers.” 


Unfortunately, not all bikers or drivers follow the 
rules of the road. Junior and political science major 
Lanston Tolbert said bikers aren’t always eager to 
“share the road.” Drivers aren’t always so keen on 
following the rules, either. 


“My problem with bikers is that they think they're 
above the law,” Tolbert said. “I see bikers running 
red lights through traffic, and they don’t always wear 
helmets or anything.” Tolbert said he usually goes 
around bikers, but he admitted that could also pose 


a danger on the road. 


sure to return and lock the bike toa 
nearby station after your adventure. 


According to the bikelongbeac.org website, about 45 
percent of bike-related accidents are caused by the 
cyclist, and 35 percent are caused by the driver. The 
website holds both drivers and bicyclists responsible 
for their “reckless actions.” 


The three leading causes of bike-related accidents 
are listed as: right turns by cars; wrong-way riding by 
bicyclists; and failing to yield to both. 

Although there is a current issue on sharing the 
road, riding a bike is a great alternative to driving in 
Long Beach. 


For more information visit: 


www.bikelongbeach.org 
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Feature 


A Bullet Hole in the Tree House 


Words: 
Branden Raulston 


There are those times when life brings down the 
hammer, when it tries to crush you and keep you 
down. Most of us have been there. | have been 
there a few times. 


It was a Friday night, and I had just been through 
one of those trying times. | survived the longest 
writing assignment of my college career, tackled a 
daunting midterm and put in extra hours at work 
because I missed a shift for my grandmother's pass- 


ing the week prior. | was physically and emotion- 
ally drained, but | endured. It was time for some 
ice cream and video games. Just as | was about to 
scoop my guilty pleasure, the phone rang. It was a 


high school friend. 


“I’ve got something to tell you. Stanley committed 
suicide today. They found him in his tree house.” | 
dropped my spoon. Life’s hammer rang again as a 
sickening sensation filled the pit of my stomach. 
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Feature 


A Bullet Hole in the Tree House 


Memories flashed through my mind of late night 
Xbox chats, rolls of toilet paper flying through trees 
and brainstorming ways to score booze. One of my 
best friends from high school had taken his life with 


a gun. | was having trouble catching my breath. 


Stanley was the kindest and most caring person | 
knew. The kind of guy that would throw a birthday 
party for himself, stay sober enough to take care of 
everyone when they got too drunk, and then have 
breakfast ready for everyone the next day. He was 
the glue that held our group of friends together— 
the organizer and the planner—always trying to get 
everyone together. If it were not for Stanley, high 
school would have been boring for a lot of people. 


He always made sure that no one was left out. 


It was surreal for some time, and details were scarce. 
I was in denial and struggled to cry or mourn. After 
we learned that the family would not be holding a 
public service, we decided to organize a memorial 
bonfire on the beach to celebrate Stanley's life. 


We spent the afternoon catching up and reminisc- 
ing old times over drinks and games. We shared 


where we were in life and where we thought we 


were headed. | had not seen many of these people 
in years. It made me think about how seldom I had 
seen Stanley after high school. Our group of friends 


had gone to different schools and lost touch. 


A lot of questions plague your conscience when 
a friend takes their life. Why did they do it? What 
could | have done? As I stood staring into the 
flames with tears rolling down my cheeks, | knew 
what I could have done. At the very least, | should 
have stayed in touch. A quick text every month or 
a phone call here and there may have been just 


enough to save his life. | will never know. 


They say, “It’s not your fault” or “There was nothing 
you could do.” But | still take some of the respon- 
sibility for his death. How could | not? When you 
go out into the real world the only people you have 
are those from your childhood. Often they move far 
away, but they are the only ones that truly know and 
understand you, the ones that can help you in your 


darkest times. 


| should have been there for him. Sure, he never 
called, but neither did I. He was one of my best 
friends, and it seems I had forgotten about our 
friendship when | moved away for college. | was 
busy but not so busy that I didn’t have time for 
an old friend. My life was great. | had no idea his 


_wasn't, and will regret that for the rest of my life. 


People and their emotions are delicate, but most 
will never let you know just how delicate they are. 
Your friends that you haven’t checked on in a while 
may seem happy on social media, but who doesn't? 
When they were thrown into the real world, they 
may not have swam as easily as you, find happiness 
or stay in good mental health. Stanley wasn’t, and I 
had no idea. Don't be me. 
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Marvin Flores, CSULB’s new Associated Students 
Inc. (ASD president for the 2016-17 school year, is a 
history major who arrived on campus out of high 
school in Anaheim. Originally pursuing a degree in 
Kinesiology in hopes of becoming a physical thera- 
pist, Flores found his calling in the field of teaching. ' 
Below is a Q&A, conducted by contributor John 
Broadway in May 2016, with the new prez detailing 
some of his hobbies and interests. 


Marvin 
Flores 


Q&A 
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Feature 
Marvin Flores Q&A 


Words: 
John Broadway 


Photos: 
Steffanie Padilla 


2 So, what made you want to be a history 
major? 

me | really want to teach, so I'll start out at 
the high school level and then eventually 
reach collegiate-—community college and 
then hopefully university. 


jo How do you feel your major relates to 
ASI leadership? 

In regards to history, one thing they al- 
ways tell us is to look at all the facts and 


then make a thesis on what actually hap 
pened in the situation. In ASI, we get all the 
facts first and see how we can best benefit 
the students while here at Long Beach 


ia What inspired you to run for ASI pres- 
ident? 
mr Seeing the difference that ASI could 


do for our campus. Last year as a senator 
at large | would do a lot of things for the 
betterment of our students, and | feel that 
ASI gives you a voice to advocate for the 
students and better their experience here 
at Long Beach 


jo What do you feel are your biggest 
qualifications that make you ready for this 
Job? 

mr Very compassionate, love listening to 
stories and | want to hear everyone's sto 

ry. | want to see why they want fo be here 
and what! can do to make their experience 
better, Last one=I'rn very courageous, I'm 
not afraid fo speak my mind and stand up 
for what la right 
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js So transparency [is a problem] and the 
way you plan on alleviating that is more stu- 
dent involvement? 

me Yeah 


js Do you have any other specific goals 
that you plan to accomplish during your 
tenure and could you explain to me how you 
plan to achieve them? 

me (Logan Vournas, ASI vice president) and 
i both have a variety goals. One of our goals 
next year is to create a food paniry here on 
campus. Currently, right now, we're going to 
open a food pantry in the fall. We want to get 
more produce, though... Students who are 
going hungry every day can. go there, get 
food and take off. Another goal we want to 
accomplish is improving parking on campus. 
Currently, we're talking with this group called 
Park Finder and the (Parking Advisory Com- 
mittee) to find ways to make parking easier 
instead of students having to drive around 
and drive aimlessly looking for a spot for 20 


or 30 minutes. 


is Best of luck to you with that; | would re- 
ally like to see that happen. 
mr Thank you. 


jsf another situation like the knife incident 
eccurs (in which a student was present on 
the CSULB campus with a pocket knife last 
March), and many students are voicing their 
concern, how do you plan to meets students’ 
needs, and what do you think your role would 
be in a situation like that? 


mr | would definitely support the students in 
regards to seeing what they want done. This 
year we have a lot of things that the students 
want to do... A coalition is very powerful, and 
if all students were to be behind this move- 
ment, | would be behind them and help make 
their voice heard. Obviously, they've done 
a lot of things like talk to President (Jane) 
Conoley and vice president (Carmen) Taylor 
in order to implement these things a lot bet- 
ter. So, being there and being able to be the 
mediator between the students and the uni- 
versity and support our students above any- 
thing else—because this is our campus, and 
it’s our job to take care of our own campus 
and make sure we feel safe and make the 
university see that we have concerns that we 
want heard. 


js Looking back at your tenure, what do you 
want your legacy to be? 
mr That's a tough question (cracks a smile). 


is We always have the hardest questions 


last. 

mr Well, for sure, | want my legacy to be 
someone that is very hard working and is for 
the students above anything else. !’m here, | 
was elected by the students, and if | am able 
to be known as someone who was for the 
students and helped raise their voices, then | 
will feel like that will be completed and | will 


have done my justice. 
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